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K1. Screenshots of Baseline Survey 

 

K1.1. Consent Form 

  



 3 

K1.2. Demographic Questions 
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K1.3. Instructions 
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K1.4. SWB and Stated-Preference Questions (in random order with K1.5. Calibration 

Questions) 

Here we include screenshots for just one "triple" for brevity. See Appendix A.2 for 

details on the "triple" design and other SWB questions. 
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Respondents complete this process of answering 3 SWB and 6 stated-preference 

questions 11 more times in this section of the survey. 

 

K1.5. Calibration Questions 
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K1.6. Additional Demographic, Behavioral, and Psychological Questions 
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K1.7. Exit Questions 
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K2. Screenshots of Bottomless Survey 

 

K2.1. Introduction 

This appendix details the bottomless survey. The survey is composed of 30 blocks. Each 

block contains (1) up to 5 unique starting questions, (2) a series of 33 self-reported well-being 

questions, and (3) a series of 18 calibration questions. (1) is based on questions commonly found 

in surveys such as the European Social Survey and Understanding America Study. Screenshots 

of (1) and (3) are included in this appendix for each of the 30 blocks, while the self-reported 

well-being questions (2) are included merely in written format. In each block, 16 of the questions 

in (3) are repeated questions known as "kingpins". These are questions common to all blocks, 

questions which a respondent to all blocks has necessarily answered 30 times. The full list of 

these kingpins is included once below for brevity: 

 

Over the past year, how would you have rated... 

(1) How satisfied you are with your life 

(2) How happy you feel 

(3) The extent to which you feel the things you do in your life are worthwhile 

(4) You not feeling anxious 

(5) Your rating of your life on a ladder where the lowest rung is "worst possible life for you" 
and the highest rung is "best possible life for you" 

(6) The happiness of your family 

(7) Your physical health 

(8) Your mental health 

(9) Your sense of purpose 

(10) Your sense of control over your life 

(11) You not being lonely 

(12) The absence of sadness in your life 

(13) You being a good person 

(14) You feeling that you have enough time for the things that are most important to you 
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(15) You being able to support your family financially 

(16) How much you enjoy your life 

Finally, the survey also includes tradeoffs: decisions the respondent must make between 

experiencing equivalent gains or losses in two aspects of well-being. Responses to these 

tradeoffs helps us discern an individual’s marginal utility for various aspects of well-being, as 

well as the rate of substitution between various aspects. Because the kingpins are recurring 

throughout the survey, they are included in many tradeoffs and so we are able to gain repeated 

and thus more precise estimates of an individual’s marginal utility for these aspects of well-

being. This point was central to our choice of kingpins: we chose kingpins to be important 

aspects of well-being meriting particularly precise investigation. All of the tradeoffs are nestled 

alongside the self-reported well-being questions (2) but are excluded from this appendix for 

brevity. 

 

K2.2. Block 1 

This block is an exception to the standard format in that it does not include (1). We did 

this so that the first block would mirror our baseline survey as closely as possible by starting 

with one of our self-reported well-being questions, not a question found within a common 

survey. Nonetheless, it includes (2) and (3). The 17 "non-kingpin" self-reported well-being 

questions found in this block are listed below. 

 

Over the past year, how would you have rated... 

(1) You being a winner in life 

(2) You having many options and possibilities in your life and the freedom to choose among 
them 

(3) The absence of anger in your life 

(4) Your cultures and traditions being honored 

(5) You having people you can turn to in time of need 

(6) The absence of stress in your life 

(7) You and your family having enough to eat 

(8) Your home being comfortable 



 41 

(9) The overall well-being of you and your family 

(10) You not having to worry about being unemployed 

(11) Your living environment not being spoiled by crime and violence 

(12) The air in your area not being polluted 

(13) Your physical safety and security 

(14) The ability of ordinary citizens to influence your national government 

(15) How much you can trust most people in your nation 

(16) The absence of worry in your life 

(17) Your knowledge and skills 
 

The 18 calibration questions in this block are below. 
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K2.3. Block 2 

This block is formatted in the standard way, with (1), (2), and (3) each included. (1) is 

below. 



 48 

  

The 17 "non-kingpin" self-reported well-being questions (2) in this block are below. 

 

Over the past year, how would you have rated... 

(1) Your life being more than just getting things done 

(2) Your spouse/partner taking on their fair share of responsibility for the household 

(3) The quality of your spouse/partner as a mate 

(4) Your children being kind and caring about other people 

(5) The people who have been most important to you in your life still being alive 

(6) Your children growing up to follow the Golden Rule - treating others as they would like 
to be treated 

(7) Your ability to take care of your family 

(8) You being able to turn your good intentions into actions 

(9) You having hope 

(10) You not having to worry about where your family’s next meal will come from 

(11) The health of your parents and siblings 

(12) You having enough financial resources for your retirement years 

(13) You taking care of others instead of just yourself 

(14) You having people in your life who see the good in you 

(15) Your health 
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(16) You feeling that you have enough money for the things that are most important to you 

(17) People doing what you tell them to do 
 

The 18 calibration questions (3) in this block are below. 
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K2.4. Block 3 

This block is formatted in the standard way, with (1), (2), and (3) each included. (1) is 

below. 
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The 17 "non-kingpin" self-reported well-being questions (2) in this block are below. 

 

Over the past year, how would you have rated... 

(1) You always making time for regular trips or vacations with friends and family 

(2) Women being treated fairly in your nation 

(3) The wisdom you have been able to accumulate 

(4) You doing your duty 

(5) How easy it is for you to get from home to work and back 

(6) much you like your home (house or apartment) 

(7) You having an impact on the world 

(8) You having the courage to talk to people you don’t already know 

(9) You being a good friend and doing your duty by your friends 

(10) How high your income is compared to the income of other people around you 

(11) You feeling like you have work-life balance 

(12) The craftsmanship you experience in the things that you own 

(13) The pleasure you get from helping people 

(14) You getting enough sleep 

(15) Your enjoyment of risky situations 
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(16) You feeling stylish 

(17) You having a life outside of work 
 

The 18 calibration questions (3) in this block are below. 
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K2.5. Block 4 

This block is formatted in the standard way, with (1), (2), and (3) each included. (1) is 

below. 
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The 17 "non-kingpin" self-reported well-being questions (2) in this block are below. 

 

Over the past year, how would you have rated... 

(1) The quality and quantity of green spaces in your area 

(2) You being satisfied with your city 

(3) The overall quality of your experience at work 

(4) The leaders of your state government not being corrupt 

(5) How easy it is for you to express who you are through your lifestyle, culture, and beliefs 

(6) How often the weather is nice outside where you live 

(7) How often you smile or laugh 

(8) How much you trust the courts in your nation 

(9) You being able to spend a lot of time with your friends 

(10) How much you trust the police in your nation 

(11) You having a strong bond with your children 
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(12) The water in your area not being polluted 

(13) At work, you getting to use your strengths to do what you do best every day 

(14) How much you trust the media in your nation 

(15) How satisfied you are with your standard of living compared to the people you spend 
time with 

(16) The quality of your romantic relationships, marriage, love life or sex life 

(17) How much of the time the things you do seem meaningful 
 

The 18 calibration questions (3) in this block are below. 
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K2.6. Block 5 

This block is formatted in the standard way, with (1), (2), and (3) each included. (1) is 

below. 
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The 17 "non-kingpin" self-reported well-being questions (2) in this block are below. 

 

Over the past year, how would you have rated... 

(1) You having a lot of energy 

(2) You living in a city or area that is perfect for you 

(3) You having enough money to pay for healthcare and/or medicines that you or your family 
need 

(4) You learning or doing something interesting every day 

(5) You not being discriminated against for any reason 

(6) You being satisfied with your job 

(7) You having someone in your life who always encourages you to be healthy 

(8) You getting to use your strengths to do what you do best every day 

(9) You feeling well-rested 

(10) You having a leader in your life who makes you enthusiastic about the future 

(11) You feeling calm and peaceful 

(12) You having enough money to do everything you want to do 

(13) You enjoying every day 

(14) You liking what you do every day 

(15) You having enough money to buy food that you or your family need 
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(16) You feeling active and productive every day 

(17) You not being bothered by having little interest or pleasure in doing things 
 

The 18 calibration questions (3) in this block are below. 
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K2.7. Block 6 

This block is formatted in the standard way, with (1), (2), and (3) each included. (1) is 

below. 
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The 17 "non-kingpin" self-reported well-being questions (2) in this block are below. 

 

Over the past year, how would you have rated... 

(1) You feeling that your work has value 

(2) You not feeling downhearted and depressed 

(3) The health of the ecosystems in the world 

(4) You feeling reasonably happy, all things considered 

(5) Your freedom from physical pain 

(6) You not having depression 

(7) You feeling satisfied about your life as a whole 

(8) You not worrying about money 

(9) Your relationship with your spouse, partner, or closest friend being stronger than ever 

(10) How often you wake up feeling good physically 

(11) How often you feel good mentally 

(12) You not feeling tired all the time 

(13) You being content with your life 

(14) You feeling in control of your own destiny 

(15) You being able to spend enough time with the ones you love 
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(16) Your friends and family giving you positive energy every day 

(17) You reaching most of your goals over the past 12 months 
 

The 18 calibration questions (3) in this block are below. 
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K2.8. Block 7 

This block is formatted in the standard way, with (1), (2), and (3) each included. (1) is 

below. 
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The 17 "non-kingpin" self-reported well-being questions (2) in this block are below. 

 

Over the past year, how would you have rated... 

(1) Your knowledge, skills, and access to information 

(2) You knowing you are a good person 

(3) You not feeling too much anger 

(4) You understanding your purpose in life 

(5) The condition of the natural environment 

(6) You not feeling too much sadness 

(7) Your sense of connection with other people 

(8) You having someone you can always turn to 

(9) Your family having enough to eat 

(10) You not having to worry about being personally unemployed 

(11) You being able to rise to the challenges you face 

(12) You having enough to eat 

(13) Freedom of the press in your nation 

(14) How little violence there is in the world 

(15) You feeling the things you do in your life are worthwhile 
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(16) Your overall well-being 

(17) You not feeling lonely 
 

The 18 calibration questions (3) in this block are below. 
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K2.9. Block 8 

This block is formatted in the standard way, with (1), (2), and (3) each included. (1) is 

below. 
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The 17 "non-kingpin" self-reported well-being questions (2) in this block are below. 

 

Over the past year, how would you have rated... 

(1) Your family living a wonderful life 

(2) Your access to information 

(3) Your children’s health 

(4) Your ability to breathe in and out easily 

(5) You having enough material assets and resources for the future 

(6) You not being worried about money 

(7) Your ability to protect your loved ones 

(8) Your ability to remember things 
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(9) Your ability to walk several blocks 

(10) Your ability to hear 

(11) You being able to sleep well at night 

(12) You not being trapped in physical pain 

(13) The happiness of you and your family 

(14) Your ability to see 

(15) Your children being able to live happy lives 

(16) You getting the health care you need 

(17) The overall well-being of your family 
 

The 18 calibration questions (3) in this block are below. 
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K2.10. Block 9 

This block is formatted in the standard way, with (1), (2), and (3) each included. (1) is 

below. 
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The 17 "non-kingpin" self-reported well-being questions (2) in this block are below. 

 

Over the past year, how would you have rated... 

(1) You having others remember your accomplishments long after your death 

(2) Your stature in your community 

(3) You showing people the right way to live by your words and actions 

(4) Your understanding of the society you live in 

(5) You being part of a grand story 

(6) How much fun you have when you get together with friends 

(7) You finding meaning in the world 

(8) Your financial security 
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(9) How confident you are about your personal appearance 

(10) Your ability to climb a flight of stairs 

(11) You having good taste and being up on the latest things 

(12) You having the frequent opportunity to see things of beauty 

(13) You feeling generous 

(14) Your freedom from government interference in your dealings with people who are 
citizens of other countries 

(15) How easy your life is 

(16) Your spouse/partner’s health 

(17) You not having things stolen from you 
 

The 18 calibration questions (3) in this block are below. 
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K2.11. Block 10 

This block is formatted in the standard way, with (1), (2), and (3) each included. (1) is 

below. 
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The 17 "non-kingpin" self-reported well-being questions (2) in this block are below. 

 

Over the past year, how would you have rated... 

(1) How interesting your life is 

(2) People responding to your emails and telephone calls 

(3) How much love there is in your life 

(4) How well you are able to learn new things 

(5) The people of the world being able to escape poverty 

(6) People seeing your side of the story 

(7) People keeping their word 

(8) How pedestrian-friendly your area is 

(9) The pleasure you get from the food that you eat 

(10) The condition of the roads, bridges, airports and other parts of the transportation network 

(11) How well you understand the universe 

(12) How well-lighted your area is at night 

(13) The people of the world being free from violence 

(14) Society helping the poor 

(15) People taking care of one another 
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(16) The people around you being cheerful 

(17) The people you care about not having serious problems 
 

The 18 calibration questions (3) in this block are below. 
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K2.12. Block 11 

This block is formatted in the standard way, with (1), (2), and (3) each included. (1) is 

below. 
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The 17 "non-kingpin" self-reported well-being questions (2) in this block are below. 

 

Over the past year, how would you have rated... 

(1) You having a beautiful home 

(2) You having really good friends you like to spend time with 

(3) You having an enviable life 

(4) You having many fun activities that you can do 

(5) The safety of life on Earth 

(6) You beating the system 

(7) You feeling powerful 

(8) You being a moral person 

(9) You fitting in 

(10) You feeling calm 

(11) The sweetness of your childhood memories 

(12) You feeling that you have found your calling in life 

(13) The stability of your family 

(14) You and your family living a wonderful life 

(15) You feeling the spirit of giving 
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(16) You being in the limelight 

(17) You having many options in your life 
 

The 18 calibration questions (3) in this block are below. 
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K2.13. Block 12 

This block is formatted in the standard way, with (1), (2), and (3) each included. (1) is 

below. 
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The 17 "non-kingpin" self-reported well-being questions (2) in this block are below. 

 

Over the past year, how would you have rated... 

(1) Your physical comfort 

(2) Your life being like poetry 

(3) Your enjoyment of good weather 

(4) Your sense of wonder 

(5) Your ability to obtain a quality education 

(6) You not wasting things 

(7) You seeking knowledge 

(8) Your freedom from nausea 

(9) You not being the victim of fraud 

(10) You not being bored 

(11) You not feeling lost 

(12) Your power over other people 

(13) Your ability to motivate other people to act according to your vision 

(14) Your modesty and humility 

(15) Your home being clean and tidy 



 119 

(16) Your nation being a just society 

(17) Your physical fitness 
 

The 18 calibration questions (3) in this block are below. 
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K2.14. Block 13 

This block is formatted in the standard way, with (1), (2), and (3) each included. (1) is 

below. 
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The 17 "non-kingpin" self-reported well-being questions (2) in this block are below. 

 

Over the past year, how would you have rated... 

(1) You having a satisfying life both at work and at home 

(2) Your life being more than just achievements 

(3) You being able to motivate yourself 

(4) The quality of your friendships 

(5) How few avoidable tragedies there are in the world 

(6) You doing interesting activities 

(7) Your ability to pay unexpected household bills 

(8) People being willing to share 

(9) You feeling safe in your home by yourself at night 

(10) You not having to deal with dangerous driving in your neighborhood 

(11) How pleasant the weather is in your area 

(12) You having people around you who share your values 

(13) The amount of order in society 

(14) People telling the truth even if it is against their own self-interest to do so 

(15) The health of you and your family 
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(16) You understanding your own feelings 

(17) Your skills 
 

The 18 calibration questions (3) in this block are below. 
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K2.15. Block 14 

This block is formatted in the standard way, with (1), (2), and (3) each included. (1) is 

below. 
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The 17 "non-kingpin" self-reported well-being questions (2) in this block are below. 

 

Over the past year, how would you have rated... 

(1) The amount of order in your life 

(2) You doing nice things for yourself 

(3) You having a say in getting the government to address issues that interest you 

(4) You being able to say you had an interesting life on your deathbed 

(5) The health of your loved ones 

(6) You feeling safe when waiting for or using public transportation at night 

(7) How pleasant your commute to and from work is 

(8) Your ability to attend art galleries or museums 

(9) You having people around you who share your values, beliefs and interests 

(10) Your ability to pay your regular household bills 

(11) You not having to deal with harassment in your neighborhood 

(12) People treating others the way they would like to be treated 

(13) How few tragedies there are in the world 

(14) What you are making of your life given the circumstances you were born into 

(15) Advertisements not being in your face 

(16) Your life being rich with experiences 

(17) People caring about one another 
 

The 18 calibration questions (3) in this block are below. 
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K2.16. Block 15 

This block is formatted in the standard way, with (1), (2), and (3) each included. (1) is 

below. 
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The 17 "non-kingpin" self-reported well-being questions (2) in this block are below. 

 

Over the past year, how would you have rated... 

(1) The range of opportunities to participate in sports in your area 

(2) People turning to you for advice 

(3) How satisfied you are with the total income of your household 

(4) You having a say in political decisions that affect your life 

(5) The amount of play in your life 

(6) Animals not being mistreated 

(7) How free of boredom your life is 

(8) Your life feeling complete 

(9) Your ability to pursue your dreams 

(10) You being able to say you saw and learned a lot on your deathbed 

(11) You feeling safe when walking alone in your neighborhood after dark 

(12) You enjoying your relationships with family members 

(13) You having people you might be able to turn to in time of need 

(14) The leaders in your country being held accountable 

(15) People doing the things they say they will do 
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(16) You not having to deal with noisy neighbors or loud parties in your neighborhood 

(17) Your ability to attend community events such as fairs, cultural festivals or fireworks 
displays 
 

The 18 calibration questions (3) in this block are below. 

  



 136 

  

  



 137 

  

  



 138 

  

 

K2.17. Block 16 

This block is formatted in the standard way, with (1), (2), and (3) each included. (1) is 

below. 

  

The 17 "non-kingpin" self-reported well-being questions (2) in this block are below. 

 

Over the past year, how would you have rated... 

(1) Elected officials caring what people like you think 
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(2) Your life not being monotonous 

(3) You feeling safe when walking alone in your neighborhood during the daytime 

(4) You being content with your friendships and relationships 

(5) You not having to deal with people being drunk in public places in your neighborhood 

(6) How harmonious your life is 

(7) The leaders of your local government not being corrupt 

(8) People you have to deal with being competent, sensible, and kind 

(9) People doing their jobs 

(10) You having the freedom to choose among many options 

(11) The amount of stability in society 

(12) You experiencing self-actualization 

(13) How satisfied you are with your health 

(14) The range of outdoor recreational activities available in your area 

(15) Your ability to relieve yourself in the bathroom 

(16) You having a vibrant life both at work and at home 

(17) Your ability to attend live music performances 
 

The 18 calibration questions (3) in this block are below. 
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K2.18. Block 17 

This block is formatted in the standard way, with (1), (2), and (3) each included. (1) is 

below. 
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The 17 "non-kingpin" self-reported well-being questions (2) in this block are below. 

 

Over the past year, how would you have rated... 

(1) The roads, bridges and mass transit that you use being in good condition 

(2) The amount of stability in your life 

(3) Your ability to attend musical, dance, or theater performances 

(4) You having the freedom to choose among many possibilities 

(5) The morality of other people in your nation 

(6) You experiencing self-determination 

(7) Everyone in the world living in harmony 

(8) You being full of love 

(9) People helping each other in your neighborhood 

(10) You feeling that the government respects your privacy 

(11) Your living environment not being spoiled by garbage 

(12) You having an emotionally rich life 

(13) Your ability to win arguments 

(14) Plants not being mistreated 

(15) You not having to deal with people using or dealing drugs in your neighborhood 
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(16) How satisfied you are with your job or other daily activities 

(17) How interesting, fascinating, and free of boredom your life is 
 

The 18 calibration questions (3) in this block are below. 
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K2.19. Block 18 

This block is formatted in the standard way, with (1), (2), and (3) each included. (1) is 

below. 
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The 17 "non-kingpin" self-reported well-being questions (2) in this block are below. 

 

Over the past year, how would you have rated... 

(1) Your ability to attend parks or reserves, such as national parks, botanical gardens or zoos 

(2) You not having to deal with vandalism or graffiti in your neighborhood 

(3) Your charisma 

(4) Freedom of speech and your ability to take part in the political process and community 
life 

(5) How satisfied you are with your life in general 

(6) The morality, ethics, and goodness of other people in your nation 

(7) Species being preserved 

(8) You feeling a sense of belonging to the company or organization you work the most 
hours for 

(9) You having an interesting life 

(10) Your living environment not being spoiled by litter 

(11) You knowing when to fight and when to smooth things over 

(12) How much faster good news travels than bad news 

(13) The beauty of the neighborhood and surroundings in which you live 

(14) You being gentle with yourself when you make a mistake 
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(15) The safety of the Earth’s ecosystems 

(16) People helping others 

(17) You feeling that you have enough time and money for the things that are most important 
to you 

   
 

The 18 calibration questions (3) in this block are below. 
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K2.20. Block 19 

This block is formatted in the standard way, with (1), (2), and (3) each included. (1) is 

below. 

  

The 17 "non-kingpin" self-reported well-being questions (2) in this block are below. 

 

Over the past year, how would you have rated... 

(1) You knowing when to stick with things 
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(2) You feeling you have done enough 

(3) The people around you appreciating you for your intellect 

(4) You having close relationships with your family 

(5) How much influence the public has on decision-making by your local government 

(6) Your living environment not being too noisy 

(7) You not having to postpone or put off visits to the doctor to keep your costs down 

(8) Your cultures and traditions being highly honored 

(9) You feeling a sense of belonging to the region you live in 

(10) You being in touch with your emotions 

(11) Having many kinds of wild plants and animals in the world 

(12) The things around you being under control 

(13) People in your nation knowing their place 

(14) The cleanliness of the places you spend time in 

(15) Your ability to attend sites or buildings with historical importance 

(16) How satisfied you are with your social contacts and family life 

(17) The absence of embarrassment in your life 
 

The 18 calibration questions (3) in this block are below. 
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K2.21. Block 20 

This block is formatted in the standard way, with (1), (2), and (3) each included. (1) is 

below. 
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The 17 "non-kingpin" self-reported well-being questions (2) in this block are below. 

 

Over the past year, how would you have rated... 

(1) How much influence the public has on decision-making by your national government 

(2) You having close relationships with your friends 

(3) The people around you appreciating your insight and vision 

(4) Your feeling of excellence 

(5) You feeling a sense of belonging to your country as a whole 

(6) People not being cruel to animals 

(7) Your ability to attend the movies 

(8) The well-being of the people in the world 

(9) The cleanliness of your city or town 

(10) You not having to see urine or feces on the street in your area 

(11) How well you can see the stars at night where you live 

(12) Your sense that your life is meaningful and has value 

(13) You flourishing in your career 

(14) Your physical safety 

(15) The absence of guilt in your life 
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(16) You knowing which path in life you should be following 

(17) You being in tune with your own feelings 
 

The 18 calibration questions (3) in this block are below. 
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K2.22. Block 21 

This block is formatted in the standard way, with (1), (2), and (3) each included. (1) is 

below. 
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The 17 "non-kingpin" self-reported well-being questions (2) in this block are below. 

 

Over the past year, how would you have rated... 

(1) You liking yourself 

(2) You being loved for yourself and not just the things you accomplish 

(3) Other people not being overly critical of you 

(4) Your feeling of independence 

(5) Things being the way they should be in the life of you and your family 

(6) You flourishing in your life 

(7) How calm your life is 

(8) Your ability to be "in the moment" 

(9) How much you trust most people in your nation 

(10) You feeling a sense of belonging to your ethnic group 

(11) The absence of humiliation and embarrassment in your life 

(12) Your physical security 

(13) You not having to worry about being able to meet normal monthly living expenses 

(14) People not tampering with mother nature 

(15) The people around you appreciating your leadership 
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(16) The condition of animals in the world 

(17) You having enough income to meet your everyday needs like food, clothing, and 
accommodation 
 

The 18 calibration questions (3) in this block are below. 
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K2.23. Block 22 

This block is formatted in the standard way, with (1), (2), and (3) each included. (1) is 

below. 
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The 17 "non-kingpin" self-reported well-being questions (2) in this block are below. 

 

Over the past year, how would you have rated... 

(1) The absence of humiliation in your life 

(2) You feeling a sense of belonging to your family 

(3) Your place of work being a pleasure to be in 

(4) Your feeling of independence and self-sufficiency 

(5) You living a wonderful life 

(6) You being motivated to get things done 

(7) The condition of animals, nature, and the environment in the world 

(8) You having a beautiful life story 

(9) The people around you being as nice to you as you are to them 

(10) How much you trust the Congress or Parliament in your nation 

(11) Other people not being too hard on you 

(12) You not struggling to keep on top of things 

(13) People not seeing you as arrogant 

(14) How convenient the location of your home is to the places you want to go to regularly 

(15) Your ability to be patient when you need to 
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(16) Things being the way they should be in your life 

(17) You having enough time for all the things that are most important to you 
 

The 18 calibration questions (3) in this block are below. 
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K2.24. Block 23 

This block is formatted in the standard way, with (1), (2), and (3) each included. (1) is 

below. 
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The 17 "non-kingpin" self-reported well-being questions (2) in this block are below. 

 

Over the past year, how would you have rated... 

(1) Your overall personal well-being 

(2) You not worrying about the future 

(3) People not turning a blind eye to those they can help 

(4) You never being lonely 

(5) Your feeling of self-sufficiency 

(6) The absence of shame and guilt in your life 

(7) Other people not having major criticisms of you 

(8) Your ability to cope with life’s problems 

(9) You being nice to yourself 

(10) You feeling a sense of belonging to your neighborhood 

(11) How much you trust the education system in your nation 

(12) Your relationships being as satisfying as you would want them to be 

(13) Women everywhere being free from domestic violence 

(14) The people around you not being annoyed by you 

(15) You having a beautiful life story, or a life that is "like a work of art" 
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(16) You having every option and every possibility in your life and the freedom to choose 
among them 

(17) The condition of nature 
 

The 18 calibration questions (3) in this block are below. 
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K2.25. Block 24 

This block is formatted in the standard way, with (1), (2), and (3) each included. (1) is 

below. 
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The 17 "non-kingpin" self-reported well-being questions (2) in this block are below. 

 

Over the past year, how would you have rated... 

(1) People respecting your right to self-actualization 

(2) You having a good job 

(3) How much you trust the health system in your nation 

(4) People appreciating how smart you are 

(5) You noticing your mistakes 

(6) The absence of shame in your life 

(7) You not beating yourself up with self-criticism 

(8) You achieving great things 

(9) You being satisfied and content 

(10) You having everything you could possibly want 

(11) How easy it is for you to cross the street in busy areas 

(12) Your ability to discover fun things to do 

(13) You feeling a sense of belonging to your religious or spiritual group 

(14) Your freedom from being betrayed 

(15) The ethics of other people in your nation 
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(16) Your sense of achievement 

(17) The people around you not being disgusted by you 
 

The 18 calibration questions (3) in this block are below. 
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 192 
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K2.26. Block 25 

This block is formatted in the standard way, with (1), (2), and (3) each included. (1) is 

below. 
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The 17 "non-kingpin" self-reported well-being questions (2) in this block are below. 

 

Over the past year, how would you have rated... 

(1) Your freedom from being deceived 

(2) You being seen as helpful 

(3) The amount of fun and play in your life 

(4) Your sense of achievement and excellence 

(5) How easy it is to walk and use public transportation to the places you want to get to 

(6) You feeling able to love and be loved 

(7) The goodness of other people in your nation 

(8) People being considerate of others 

(9) You being seen as a warm person 

(10) You not being the victim of crime 

(11) People respecting your right to self-determination 

(12) You receiving affection from the people in your life 

(13) You having many possibilities in your life 

(14) Your ability to dream 

(15) You having a life full of unique and unusual experiences 
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(16) How not dirty the air is in your nation 

(17) The people around you valuing you 
 

The 18 calibration questions (3) in this block are below. 
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 200 
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K2.27. Block 26 

This block is formatted in the standard way, with (1), (2), and (3) each included. (1) is 

below. 
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The 17 "non-kingpin" self-reported well-being questions (2) in this block are below. 

 

Over the past year, how would you have rated... 

(1) You not feeling bored with your life 

(2) How often you laugh 

(3) The pleasure you get seeing the landscape and cityscape around you 

(4) People being fair-minded 

(5) You having others remember you and your accomplishments long after your death 

(6) You having a life that is "like a work of art" 

(7) Your ability to dream and pursue your dreams 

(8) The amount of fun in your life 

(9) You feeling confident that you can continue to achieve and progress in your life 

(10) People seeing you as caring 

(11) The government respecting people’s right to self-actualization 

(12) How ecstatic you feel 

(13) Your freedom from being lied to 

(14) You being a good listener 

(15) You seeing the good in yourself 
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(16) You achieving many things 

(17) Your sense of belonging 
 

The 18 calibration questions (3) in this block are below. 
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 206 
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K2.28. Block 27 

This block is formatted in the standard way, with (1), (2), and (3) each included. (1) is 

below. 
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The 17 "non-kingpin" self-reported well-being questions (2) in this block are below. 

 

Over the past year, how would you have rated... 

(1) People being open-minded 

(2) The government respecting people’s right to self-determination 

(3) You having a lot of interesting experiences 

(4) How often you smile 

(5) You having others remember you long after your death 

(6) People seeing you as having a heart 

(7) The quality and number of outdoor places you can go 

(8) You not having a horrible smell in your neighborhood 

(9) How enjoyable the retail areas (shops, malls, etc.) in your city are 

(10) You feeling grateful for your life 

(11) You being seen as smart but not arrogant 

(12) Your sense of security about life 

(13) Your ability to engage in sexual activity 

(14) Your freedom from being lied to, deceived, or betrayed 

(15) You being a warm person 
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(16) The amount of love in the world 

(17) You staying calm and clearheaded when things go wrong 
 

The 18 calibration questions (3) in this block are below. 
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K2.29. Block 28 

This block is formatted in the standard way, with (1), (2), and (3) each included. (1) is 

below. 



 216 

  

The 17 "non-kingpin" self-reported well-being questions (2) in this block are below. 

 

Over the past year, how would you have rated... 

(1) You being self-confident 

(2) The quality and number of public places you can go 

(3) You feeling loved 

(4) People taking pride in their work 

(5) You having people around you who share your beliefs 

(6) People being sincere 

(7) You not having to deal with assaults in your neighborhood 

(8) How peaceful your life is 

(9) The government respecting your right to self-actualization 

(10) You taking care of your family 

(11) Your sense of security about life and the future in general 

(12) Your ability to participate in arts and crafts, performing arts, photography, and other fine 
arts activities 

(13) You being able to do everything you could possibly want to do 

(14) The amount of order and stability in society 

(15) How fascinating your life is 



 217 

(16) Your intelligence 

(17) You dealing well with the circumstances you face 
 

The 18 calibration questions (3) in this block are below. 

  



 218 

  



 219 
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K2.30. Block 29 

This block is formatted in the standard way, with (1), (2), and (3) each included. (1) is 

below. 
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The 17 "non-kingpin" self-reported well-being questions (2) in this block are below. 

 

Over the past year, how would you have rated... 

(1) Your ability to participate in sports and other active recreation 

(2) You having a rich and satisfying life outside work 

(3) How peaceful, calm, and harmonious your life is 

(4) How fast the quality of medical care is increasing 

(5) The quality of trash collection and waste management in your community 

(6) Your knowledge 

(7) People being willing to listen to the other side of the story 

(8) The government respecting your right to self-determination 

(9) You feeling OK about yourself even when you mess up 

(10) You understanding how your local government makes decisions 

(11) You having people around you who share your interests 

(12) People telling the truth even if it is against their own political interests 

(13) Your sense of security about the future in general 

(14) You being able to make decisions with your heart as well as your head 

(15) You not having to deal with burglary or break-ins in your neighborhood 
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(16) The amount of order and stability in your life 

(17) You being the best version of yourself 
 

The 18 calibration questions (3) in this block are below. 
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K2.31. Block 30 

This final block is structured differently. (1), (2) and (3) are still present, but there are 

now many more self-reported well-being questions, some of which are reverse-coded forms of 

kingpin questions. There are also more calibration questions. (1) is below. 
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The self-reported well-being questions (2) in this block are below. 

 

Over the past year, how would you have rated... 

(1) How bored you feel 

(2) Your knowledge and skills 

(3) How much stress you feel in your life 

(4) Your home being comfortable 

(5) How much violence there is in the world 

(6) You wasting things 

(7) You having things stolen from you 

(8) How much you can trust most people in your nation 

(9) Your physical pain 

(10) How much sadness you feel in your life 

(11) You having people you can turn to in time of need 

(12) The overall well-being of you and your family 

(13) You and your family having enough to eat 
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(14) How much you worry about being unemployed 

(15) You worrying about money 

(16) Your physical safety and security 

(17) The people you care about having serious problems 

(18) How polluted the air is in your area 

(19) You having many options and possibilities in your life and the freedom to choose among 
them 

(20) How often the weather is bad outside where you live 

(21) How hard it is for you to get from home to work and back 

(22) You being discriminated against for any reason 

(23) How much worry you feel in your life 

(24) The ability of ordinary citizens to influence your national government 

(25) You feeling tired all the time 

(26) Your living environment being spoiled by crime and violence 

(27) How anxious you feel 

(28) Your government’s interference in your dealings with people who are citizens of other 
countries 

(29) Your cultures and traditions being honored 

(30) How lost you feel 

(31) How much anger you feel in your life 

(32) You being a winner in life 

(33) You feeling downhearted and depressed 

(34) The leaders of your state government being corrupt 
 

The calibration questions (3) in this block are below. 
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K3. Screenshots of Prescreening Survey 

 

K3.1. Introduction 

This appendix provides details on the prescreening survey. There are five sections. The 

first section shows the captcha participants see. The second section shows the consent form 

participants read. The third section shows the instructions participants encounter. The fourth 

section shows the self-reported well-being and stated-preference questions participants answer. 

Finally, the fifth section shows the exit questions participants answer about how they approached 

the survey. 

 

K3.2. Captcha 
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K3.3. Consent Form 
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K3.4. Instructions 
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K3.5. Self-Reported Well-being and Stated-Preference Questions 
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 253 
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K3.6. Exit Questions 
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K4. Details of SWB Questions on Alternative Scales 
Variable Block Source Figure 7 

group 
Preamble to Question Group, if 
applicable 

Question Response 
Format 

Response Options Minimum 
Point label 

Maximum 
Point label 

gallup_satisf
action 

2 Gallup Gallup   All things considered, how satisfied are 
you with your life as a whole these days? 
Use a 0 to 10 scale, where 0 is dissatisfied 
and 10 is satisfied. 

Horizontal 
radio buttons 

["0", "1", "2", "3", "4", "5", 
"6", "7", "8", "9", "10"] 

Dissatisfied Satisfied 

gallup_ladd
er_vertical 

3 Gallup Gallup Please imagine a ladder with steps 
numbered from 0 at the bottom to 10 at 
the top. Suppose we say that the top of 
the ladder represents the best possible 
life for you and the bottom of the ladder 
represents the worst possible life for you.  

On which step of the ladder would you 
say you personally feel you stand at this 
time, assuming that the higher the step the 
better you feel about your life, and the 
lower the step the worse you feel about it? 
Which step comes closest to the way you 
feel? 

Vertical radio 
buttons 

["10", "9", "8", "7", "6", 
"5", "4", "3", "2", "1", "0"] 

    

gallup_ladd
er_future 

4 Gallup Gallup Please imagine a ladder with steps 
numbered from 0 at the bottom to 10 at 
the top. Suppose we say that the top of 
the ladder represents the best possible 
life for you and the bottom of the ladder 
represents the worst possible life for you. 

On which step of the ladder would you 
say you will stand on in the future, say 
about *5 years from now*? 

Vertical radio 
buttons 

["10", "9", "8", "7", "6", 
"5", "4", "3", "2", "1", "0"] 

    

gallup_ladd
er_past 

4 Gallup Gallup   On which step of the ladder would you 
say you stood *5 years ago*? 

Vertical radio 
buttons 

["10", "9", "8", "7", "6", 
"5", "4", "3", "2", "1", "0"] 

    

ons_uk000_
satisfaction_
open 

5 ONS ONS 
Textbox 

Next we would like to ask you four 
questions about your feelings on aspects 
of your life. There are no right or wrong 
answers. For each of these questions 
we’d like you to give an answer on a 
scale of 0 to 10, where 0 is "not at all" 
and 10 is "completely". 

Overall, how satisfied are you with your 
life nowadays? 

Textbox ["0", "1", "2", "3", "4", "5", 
"6", "7", "8", "9", "10"] 

    

ons_uk000_
worthwhile_
open 

5 ONS ONS 
Textbox 

  Overall, to what extent do you feel the 
things you do in your life are worthwhile? 

Textbox ["0", "1", "2", "3", "4", "5", 
"6", "7", "8", "9", "10"] 

    

ons_uk000_
happy_open 

5 ONS ONS 
Textbox 

  Overall, how happy did you feel 
yesterday? 

Textbox ["0", "1", "2", "3", "4", "5", 
"6", "7", "8", "9", "10"] 

    

ons_uk000_
anxious_ope
n 

5 ONS ONS 
Textbox 

  Overall, how anxious did you feel 
yesterday? 

Textbox ["0", "1", "2", "3", "4", "5", 
"6", "7", "8", "9", "10"] 

    

hrs_happy 6 HRS HRS 2  
(positive) 

Now think about the past week and the 
feelings you have experienced. Please 
tell us if each of the following was true 
for you much of the time this past week. 

Much of the time during the past week, 
you were happy. 

Horizontal 
radio buttons 

["Yes", "No"]     
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Variable Block Source Figure 7 
group 

Preamble to Question Group, if 
applicable 

Question Response 
Format 

Response Options Minimum 
Point label 

Maximum 
Point label 

hrs_sad 6 HRS HRS 1 
(not 

negative) 

  Much of the time during the past week, 
you felt sad. 

Horizontal 
radio buttons 

["Yes", "No"]     

hrs_enjoy 6 HRS HRS 2  
(positive) 

  Much of the time last week, you enjoyed 
life.  

Horizontal 
radio buttons 

["Yes", "No"]     

hrs_depress
ed 

6 HRS HRS 1 
(not 

negative) 

  Much of the time during the past week, 
you felt depressed. 

Horizontal 
radio buttons 

["Yes", "No"]     

happiness_
GSS 

7 GSS GSS   Taken all together, how would you say 
things are these days--would you say that 
you are Very happy, Pretty happy, or Not 
too happy? 

Horizontal 
radio buttons 

["Not too happy",  "Pretty 
happy", "Very happy"] or 
Don't Know 

    

ex050_satisf
y 

8 authors n/a Imagine what your life will be like (or 
was like) at age 50. How do you think 
you would rate (or would have rated) the 
following aspects of your life? 

How satisfied you are with your life Slider integers 0 to 100, inclusive Lowest level 
possible 

Highest level 
possible 

ex050_roma
ntic 

8 authors n/a   The quality of your romantic 
relationships, marriage, love life or sex 
life 

Slider integers 0 to 100, inclusive Lowest level 
possible 

Highest level 
possible 

ex050_work 8 authors n/a   The overall quality of your experience at 
work 

Slider integers 0 to 100, inclusive Lowest level 
possible 

Highest level 
possible 

ex050_child
ren 

8 authors n/a   You having a strong bond with your 
children 

Slider integers 0 to 100, inclusive Lowest level 
possible 

Highest level 
possible 

ex075_satisf
y 

9 authors n/a Imagine what your life will be like (or 
was like) at age 75. How do you think 
you would rate (or would have rated) the 
following aspects of your life? 

How satisfied you are with your life Slider integers 0 to 100, inclusive Lowest level 
possible 

Highest level 
possible 

ex075_roma
ntic 

9 authors n/a   The quality of your romantic 
relationships, marriage, love life or sex 
life 

Slider integers 0 to 100, inclusive Lowest level 
possible 

Highest level 
possible 

ex075_work 9 authors n/a   The overall quality of your experience at 
work 

Slider integers 0 to 100, inclusive Lowest level 
possible 

Highest level 
possible 

ex075_child
ren 

9 authors n/a   You having a strong bond with your 
children 

Slider integers 0 to 100, inclusive Lowest level 
possible 

Highest level 
possible 

ESS_ifredu 10 ESS ESS   Compared to other people in the U.S., I 
have had a fair chance of achieving the 
level of education I was seeking. 

Horizontal 
radio buttons 

["0", "1", "2", "3", "4", "5", 
"6", "7", "8", "9", "10 "] 

Does not 
apply at all 

Applies 
completely 

ESS_ifrjob 10 ESS ESS   Compared to other people in the U.S., I 
would have a fair chance of getting the job 
I was seeking. 

Horizontal 
radio buttons 

["0", "1", "2", "3", "4", "5", 
"6", "7", "8", "9", "10 "] 

Does not 
apply at all 

Applies 
completely 



 258 

Variable Block Source Figure 7 
group 

Preamble to Question Group, if 
applicable 

Question Response 
Format 

Response Options Minimum 
Point label 

Maximum 
Point label 

ESS_evfred
u 

11 ESS ESS   Overall, everyone in the U.S. has a fair 
chance of achieving the level of education 
they seek. 

Horizontal 
radio buttons 

["0", "1", "2", "3", "4", "5", 
"6", "7", "8", "9", "10 "] 

Does not 
apply at all 

Applies 
completely 

ESS_evfrjob 11 ESS ESS   Overall, everyone in the U.S. has a fair 
chance of getting the jobs they seek. 

Horizontal 
radio buttons 

["0", "1", "2", "3", "4", "5", 
"6", "7", "8", "9", "10 "] 

Does not 
apply at all 

Applies 
completely 

ESS_ppltrst 12 ESS ESS   Generally speaking, would you say that 
most people can be trusted, or that you 
can't be too careful in dealing with 
people? 

Horizontal 
radio buttons 

["0", "1", "2", "3", "4", "5", 
"6", "7", "8", "9", "10"] 

You can't be 
too careful 

Most people 
can be trusted 

ESS_pplfair 12 ESS ESS   Do you think that most people would try 
to take advantage of you if they got the 
chance, or would they try to be fair? 

Horizontal 
radio buttons 

["0", "1", "2", "3", "4", "5", 
"6", "7", "8", "9", "10"] 

Most people 
try to take 
advantage of 
me 

Most people 
try to be fair 

ESS_pplhlp 12 ESS ESS   Would you say that most of the time 
people try to be helpful or that they are 
mostly looking out for themselves? 

Horizontal 
radio buttons 

["0", "1", "2", "3", "4", "5", 
"6", "7", "8", "9", "10"] 

People mostly 
look out for 
themselves 

People mostly 
try to be 
helpful 

ESS_happy 13 ESS ESS   Taking all things together, how happy 
would you say you are? 

Horizontal 
radio buttons 

["0", "1", "2", "3", "4", "5", 
"6", "7", "8", "9", "10"] 

Extremely 
unhappy 

Extremely 
happy 

ESS_stflife 14 ESS ESS   All things considered, how satisfied are 
you with your life as a whole nowadays? 

Horizontal 
radio buttons 

["0", "1", "2", "3", "4", "5", 
"6", "7", "8", "9", "10"] 

Extremely 
dissatisfied 

Extremely 
satisfied 

income_sati
sfaction_KS 

15 KSV KSV   How satisfied are you with the total 
income of your household? 

Horizontal 
radio buttons 

["Very dissatisfied", "Not 
satisfied", "Not satisfied or 
dissatisfied", "Satisfied", 
"Very satisfied"] 

    

job_satisfact
ion_KS 

15 KSV KSV   How satisfied are you with your job or 
other daily activities? 

Horizontal 
radio buttons 

["Very dissatisfied", "Not 
satisfied", "Not satisfied or 
dissatisfied", "Satisfied", 
"Very satisfied"] 

    

family_satis
faction_KS 

15 KSV KSV   How satisfied are you with your social 
contacts and family life? 

Horizontal 
radio buttons 

["Very dissatisfied", "Not 
satisfied", "Not satisfied or 
dissatisfied", "Satisfied", 
"Very satisfied"] 

    

health_satisf
action_KS 

15 KSV KSV   How satisfied are you with your health? Horizontal 
radio buttons 

["Very dissatisfied", "Not 
satisfied", "Not satisfied or 
dissatisfied", "Satisfied", 
"Very satisfied"] 

    

global_satisf
action_KS 

15 KSV KSV   How satisfied are you with your life in 
general? 

Horizontal 
radio buttons 

["Very dissatisfied", "Not 
satisfied", "Not satisfied or 
dissatisfied", "Satisfied", 
"Very satisfied"] 
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Variable Block Source Figure 7 
group 

Preamble to Question Group, if 
applicable 

Question Response 
Format 

Response Options Minimum 
Point label 

Maximum 
Point label 

gallup_ladd
er_horizonta
l 

16 Gallup Gallup Please imagine a ladder with steps 
numbered from 0 at the bottom to 10 at 
the top. Suppose we say that the top of 
the ladder represents the best possible 
life for you and the bottom of the ladder 
represents the worst possible life for you. 

On which step of the ladder would you 
say you personally feel you stand at this 
time, assuming that the higher the step the 
better you feel about your life, and the 
lower the step the worse you feel about it? 
Which step comes closest to the way you 
feel? 

Horizontal 
radio buttons 

["0", "1", "2", "3", "4", "5", 
"6", "7", "8", "9", "10"] 

    

ons_uk000_
satisfaction 

17 ONS ONS 
radio 

buttons 

Next we would like to ask you four 
questions about your feelings on aspects 
of your life. There are no right or wrong 
answers. For each of these questions 
we’d like you to give an answer on a 
scale of 0 to 10, where 0 is "not at all" 
and 10 is "completely". 

Overall, how satisfied are you with your 
life nowadays? 

Horizontal 
radio buttons 

["0", "1", "2", "3", "4", "5", 
"6", "7", "8", "9", "10"] 

Not at all Completely 

ons_uk000_
worthwhile 

17 ONS ONS 
radio 

buttons 

  Overall, to what extent do you feel the 
things you do in your life are worthwhile? 

Horizontal 
radio buttons 

["0", "1", "2", "3", "4", "5", 
"6", "7", "8", "9", "10"] 

Not at all Completely 

ons_uk000_
happy 

17 ONS ONS 
radio 

buttons 

  Overall, how happy did you feel 
yesterday? 

Horizontal 
radio buttons 

["0", "1", "2", "3", "4", "5", 
"6", "7", "8", "9", "10"] 

Not at all Completely 

ons_uk000_
anxious 

17 ONS ONS 
radio 

buttons 

  Overall, how anxious did you feel 
yesterday? 

Horizontal 
radio buttons 

["0", "1", "2", "3", "4", "5", 
"6", "7", "8", "9", "10"] 

Not at all Completely 

happiness_
WVS 

18 WVS WVS   Taking all things together, would you say 
you are Very happy, Rather happy, Not 
very happy, or Not at all happy? 

Horizontal 
radio buttons 

["Not at all happy", "Not 
very happy", "Rather 
happy", "Very happy"] 

    

ESS_stfeco 19 ESS ESS   On the whole, how satisfied are you with 
the present state of the economy in the 
U.S.? 

Horizontal 
radio buttons 

["0", "1", "2", "3", "4", "5", 
"6", "7", "8", "9", "10"] 

Extremely 
dissatisfied 

Extremely 
satisfied 

ESS_stfgov 20 ESS ESS   On the whole, how satisfied are you with 
the way the U.S. goverment is doing its 
job? 

Horizontal 
radio buttons 

["0", "1", "2", "3", "4", "5", 
"6", "7", "8", "9", "10"] 

Extremely 
dissatisfied 

Extremely 
satisfied 

ESS_stfdem 21 ESS ESS   On the whole, how satisfied are you with 
the way democracy works in the U.S.? 

Horizontal 
radio buttons 

["0", "1", "2", "3", "4", "5", 
"6", "7", "8", "9", "10"] 

Extremely 
dissatisfied 

Extremely 
satisfied 

ESS_stfedu 22 ESS ESS   What do you think overall about the state 
of education in the U.S. nowadays? 

Horizontal 
radio buttons 

["0", "1", "2", "3", "4", "5", 
"6", "7", "8", "9", "10"] 

Extremely 
bad 

Extremely 
good 

ESS_stfhlth 22 ESS ESS   What do you think overall about the state 
of health services in the U.S. nowadays? 

Horizontal 
radio buttons 

["0", "1", "2", "3", "4", "5", 
"6", "7", "8", "9", "10"] 

Extremely 
bad 

Extremely 
good 
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Variable Block Source Figure 7 
group 

Preamble to Question Group, if 
applicable 

Question Response 
Format 

Response Options Minimum 
Point label 

Maximum 
Point label 

ESS_trstprl 23 ESS ESS   How much do you personally trust the 
government of your state? 

Horizontal 
radio buttons 

["0", "1", "2", "3", "4", "5", 
"6", "7", "8", "9", "10"] 

No trust at all Complete trust 

ESS_trstlgl 24 ESS ESS   How much do you personally trust the 
legal system in the U.S.? 

Horizontal 
radio buttons 

["0", "1", "2", "3", "4", "5", 
"6", "7", "8", "9", "10"] 

No trust at all Complete trust 

ESS_trstplc 25 ESS ESS   How much do you personally trust the 
police in the U.S.? 

Horizontal 
radio buttons 

["0", "1", "2", "3", "4", "5", 
"6", "7", "8", "9", "10"] 

No trust at all Complete trust 

ESS_trstplt 26 ESS ESS   How much do you personally trust the 
politicians in the U.S.? 

Horizontal 
radio buttons 

["0", "1", "2", "3", "4", "5", 
"6", "7", "8", "9", "10"] 

No trust at all Complete trust 

ESS_trstprt 27 ESS ESS   How much do you personally trust the 
political parties in the U.S.? 

Horizontal 
radio buttons 

["0", "1", "2", "3", "4", "5", 
"6", "7", "8", "9", "10"] 

No trust at all Complete trust 

ESS_trstep 28 ESS ESS   How much do you personally trust the 
U.S. Congress? 

Horizontal 
radio buttons 

["0", "1", "2", "3", "4", "5", 
"6", "7", "8", "9", "10"] 

No trust at all Complete trust 

ESS_trstun 29 ESS ESS   How much do you personally trust the 
United Nations (UN)? 

Horizontal 
radio buttons 

["0", "1", "2", "3", "4", "5", 
"6", "7", "8", "9", "10"] 

No trust at all Complete trust 

swls_ideal 30 SWLS: 
Diener 
et al., 
1985 

n/a Below are five statements that you may 
agree or disagree with. Using the 1 - 7 
scale below, indicate your agreement 
with each item. Please be open and 
honest in your responding. 

In most ways my life is close to ideal. Horizontal 
radio buttons 

["1 Strongly disagree", "2 
Disagree", "3 Slightly 
disagree", "4 Neither agree 
nor disagree", "5 Slightly 
agree", "6 Agree", "7 
Strongly agree"] 

    

swls_excelle
nt 

30 SWLS: 
Diener 
et al., 
1985 

n/a   The conditions of my life are excellent. Horizontal 
radio buttons 

["1 Strongly disagree", "2 
Disagree", "3 Slightly 
disagree", "4 Neither agree 
nor disagree", "5 Slightly 
agree", "6 Agree", "7 
Strongly agree"] 

    

swls_satisfy 30 SWLS: 
Diener 
et al., 
1985 

n/a   I am satisfied with my life. Horizontal 
radio buttons 

["1 Strongly disagree", "2 
Disagree", "3 Slightly 
disagree", "4 Neither agree 
nor disagree", "5 Slightly 
agree", "6 Agree", "7 
Strongly agree"] 

    

swls_import
ant 

30 SWLS: 
Diener 
et al., 
1985 

n/a   So far I have gotten the important things I 
want in life. 

Horizontal 
radio buttons 

["1 Strongly disagree", "2 
Disagree", "3 Slightly 
disagree", "4 Neither agree 
nor disagree", "5 Slightly 
agree", "6 Agree", "7 
Strongly agree"] 
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Variable Block Source Figure 7 
group 

Preamble to Question Group, if 
applicable 

Question Response 
Format 

Response Options Minimum 
Point label 

Maximum 
Point label 

swls_change 30 SWLS: 
Diener 
et al., 
1985 

n/a   If I could live my life over, I would 
change almost nothing. 

Horizontal 
radio buttons 

["1 Strongly disagree", "2 
Disagree", "3 Slightly 
disagree", "4 Neither agree 
nor disagree", "5 Slightly 
agree", "6 Agree", "7 
Strongly agree"] 

    

 


